Being wary of a book subtitled "A Quick Pocket Reference", I was surprised at both the coverage and detail in this new edition of a book first published in 1994. The addition of a second author with a major interest in pain management (Brian Ginsberg) has added to the scope and usefulness of a book which, whilst initially aimed mainly at trainees or the occasional paediatric anaesthetist, has much useful information for those in full-time paediatric practice. The book covers standard areas such as preoperative care, induction and maintenance of anaesthesia, monitoring, airway, related medical conditions, with excellent coverage of perioperative problems and physiological disturbances. The sections on pain, regional analgesia and epidural blocks are particularly comprehensive, though tend to reflect protocols in use locally at the authors' institution, Duke University Medical Center as well as U.S. practice in general. Other useful sections include an extensive appendix covering drug information, normal values for paediatric physiological data and a excellent section on syndromes and their anaesthetic implications.
Minor criticisms include frequent use of imperial rather than SI units and occasional idiosyncratic detail in suggested protocols, for example a intrathecal morphine dose of 30 micrograms per kg seems a little generous, being of similar magnitude to an epidural dose. The authors correctly draw attention to the need for precautions for dealing with respiratory depression.
Despite the obvious limitation of the format it is well referenced. This is important for a book of this type, where there is less scope for discussion and more reliance on protocol-driven dogma. Being a handbook it is necessarily brief; trainees (and others) need to refer to the standard texts for more comprehensive discussion in most areas. There is also considerable scope for users to customize the margins and blank spaces, thereby creating a personalized version of this genuinely pocket-sized reference.
D For a non-psychologically minded person even with an interest in pain mechanisms, this is not a title that would impel one to look further. However this book is compelling reading for all interested in pain mechanisms .
The book begins with a new definition of pain. It is acknowledged that pain is difficult to define in less than a paragraph, and the reader could form the opinion that the author is yet another person who wants to find a place in medical history. The arguments that support the new definition are difficult to dispute and the remainder of the book only adds to the credibility of the author.
He has managed to combine the neurobiology of pain with the psychological mechanisms that accompany pain. I would have predicted that this would be impossible in a language that I could comprehend but apart from some new acronyms, the text is easy to follow. The diagrams that accompany the text are well thought out and the references are appropriate. There are chapters on placebo analgesia and mechanisms of hypnotic analgesia which in a very scientific manner, critically examine the scientific evidence surrounding these somewhat ethereal topics. The book is excellent value and should be a part of any pain anthology. This volume on Obstetric Anaesthesia in the series Problems in Anaesthesia is easy to read and has some good reviews on the areas covered. However the book contains nothing new. The information it covers can be found in most of the latest textbooks. It is disappointing that some problem areas are left out. The management of postdural puncture headache is not mentioned. The issues of absolute or relative contraindications for epidural analgesia in labour are only briefly discussed. The use of non-steroidal drugs for analgesia after caesarean section is not mentioned. The chapter on anaesthesia for anaesthesia for reproductive technologies contains some interesting information but do not mention the risk or management of Ovarian Hyperstimulation Syndrome.
The book costs $U.S.56.00. I would not recommend buying the issue as I feel it has nothing new to add to the standard textbooks, and the information it contains has been presented as well or better in those standard texts.
M. SOLLY Mercy Hospital for Women, Melbourne, Vic. This is the third edition of a detailed and comprehensive text in the specialized area of hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBOT) written by enthusiasts in the field under the banner of the American College of Hyperbaric Medicine. The editor and principal author, K. K. Jain, M.D., has taken charge of all three editions. His imprint has provided a consistent style and flow to the book. He has enlisted the help of 19 contributors to co-author with him 10 of the 40 chapters. There is a North American bias to the group-eleven are from the U.S.A., two from the U.K., two from China, two from Japan and one from Russia.
The book is conveniently divided into three parts. Part I entitled "Basic Aspects" contains nine chapters and addresses the background issues common to an understanding of the effects, role and rationale of hyperbaric medicine. Part II is by far the largest section with 30 chapters and is devoted to clinical applications. Part III contains (i) an appendix with color plates depicting diagnostic imaging of HBOT in the brain, (ii) an extensive bibliography of over 2200 references, and (iii) the index.
The text is well set out and easily readable. The typesetter has set the text with a wide outer margin of about 7.5 cm and the text is broken into multiple sections and subsections for easy accessibility. The book best serves the reader as a comprehensive reference book and that purpose is well met, as it is easy to find the knowledge contained within. The purpose of serving as a reference text is further aided by a comprehensive index that is accurate and, because the chapters are broken into multiple subheadings, the information referenced by the index is easily found. Each chapter has a brief list of the major areas covered by the chapter. There are a large number of tables and bullet lists within each chapter, and a much smaller number of diagrams. Illustrations are relatively scant; the older black-and-white photographs are poorly reproduced. The chapter on HBOT in cerebral ischaemia/anoxia and coma contains a large number of colour reproductions of single photon emission computerized tomography (SPECT) scans. Although the diagnostic information is in the text and legend, the scans would be of greater value for those unfamiliar with interpreting SPECT scans if the photographs were annotated and the relevant diagnostic features highlighted.
The chapters on basic aspects are useful in understanding the physiology, pathophysiology and the effects of hyperbaric oxygenation on the human body. Although the chapters are well written and the information is accurate, the text is detailed and dense and not so easily comprehensible when read as a whole; this is not necessarily an impediment to a reference text as specific information can be easily selected and extracted. The approach taken by the editor in addressing clinical applications employs two distinct styles. The section begins with chapters organized from a problem-based format (e.g., decompression
